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Destination Cure for MS Takes On Memphis Triathlon, Led By 

Tri-athlete with Multiple Sclerosis

Alexandria, Va.―March 28, 2005―Destination Cure, a nationally recognized non-profit organization dedicated to raising money for Multiple Sclerosis (MS) research, today announced approximately 20 volunteers will participate in the Memphis Triathlon on May 22 to raise contributions for MS research, awareness of the disease, and visibility of Destination Cure--a 501(c)(3) nonprofit that donates 100 percent of funds raised to MS research.  To sponsor the team, an individual runner, or to make an in kind contribution, please visit www.destinationcure.com or call (571) 276-4820.
Destination Cure also announced today that it received 50 coveted Marine Corps Marathon (MCM) bibs to encourage runners to support fundraising efforts.  Runners interested in participating in MCM this fall in D.C. should contact Destination Cure soon as bibs go fast.

David Kelleher, a MCM hopeful and the Destination Cure Memphis Triathlon organizer, is a 32-year-old with MS.  Kelleher said participating in his second triathlon continues to let him show people that individuals with MS can still be active.  

People ask David, ‘How can you be a tri-athlete with MS?  Shouldn’t you be in a wheel chair?’ Kelleher said, “I take comments like this in stride--no pun intended. I don’t fit the image people often have of someone with MS so they don’t fully understand.”

With multiple sclerosis, one’s mobility depends on the disease type and the stage of its progression—if it is going to progress.  Kelleher said, “Right now my diagnosis is relapsing/remitting meaning, for me, I have symptoms and then recover nearly 100% in typically six to eight weeks.”  Kelleher added, “That’s not to say I don’t have really down days and experience a host of MS symptoms including numbness of the limbs, visual problems and so on.  In fact, I’ve been treated so many times for symptoms with steroids (which tend to deteriorate joints such as the hip) that I had two major hip surgeries when I was 28 and was told I’d never run again!”  

“Embodying the spirit in which Destination Cure was founded, Kelleher and his team are more than making a difference in their lives, they are making a difference in the lives of others affected by MS,” said John Guandolo, the founder and president of Destination Cure.  “We’re very grateful to the Triathlon team for their efforts to raise awareness and contributions for research.” 

According to Kelleher, in 1996 he received inoculations in preparation for his Army platoon’s deployment to Bosnia.  “I woke up the next morning and was seeing ‘sideways’ out of my right eye.”  Soon thereafter, Kelleher was diagnosed with MS and honorably discharged from the Army.  Today, he is a successful management consultant in Portland, Ore. where he lives with his wife and 4-year old son Ian.

The Destination Cure Memphis Triathlon team consists of: Emily Ronek of Washington D.C., Linnea Hulshof of South Dakota, Danielle Delancey of Cambridge, Mass., Julie Kelleher of Cambridge, Mass., Rosemary Lombard of Cambridge, Mass., Kristen Kelleher of Portland, Ore.,

David Kelleher of Portland, Ore., Michael Buckler of Portland, Ore., Bill Tiffany of Dallas, TX, Bill Donovan of Boston, Mass., David Kalajian of New York, N.Y., David Mosse of Westport, CT, Terence Sobolewski of Richfield, CT, Zack Scott of Durham, NC, and Quintin King of Keizer, Ore.

About Destination Cure

In 1998, John Guandolo founded Destination Cure – The Race Against MS™ in memory of his mother who suffered from Multiple Sclerosis and in the honor of others with the disease.  Destination Cure is a nationally recognized 501©(3) nonprofit that donates 100% of its contributions to MS research.  The nonprofit was born on the strength and motivation of John’s mother who encouraged individuals ‘to live and not just simply exist.’ Destination Cure makes it easy for people to volunteer by providing straightforward tools to help them raise contributions by participating in activities they enjoy, from bake sales to triathlons.  The Destination Cure volunteers not only make a difference in the lives of those affected by MS, they positively impact their own. Destination Cure will continue fundraising until a cure is found.  For information about volunteering or becoming a sponsor, please visit www.destinationcure.com, call (571) 276-4820, or write P.O. Box 16055, Alexandria, Va. 22302.
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